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Marshall Health, Mountain Health Network become first 
in West Virginia to treat heart failure patients using 
breakthrough CCM therapy 
 
JULY 7, 2021 
 
Marshall Health and Mountain Health Network Cardiovascular Center of Excellence are among the first 
in the United States and the only site in West Virginia to use, CCMTM therapy, or cardiac contractility 
modulation, delivered by the Optimizer® system, to treat patients suffering from heart failure. The first 
patient treated in West Virginia with CCM therapy received the device implant by Marshall cardiologists 
in June as part of a post-approval device trial for CCM. 
 
Heart failure, a condition in which the heart slowly weakens and is not able to adequately supply oxygen-
rich blood, affects an estimated 6.5 million Americans and nearly 26 million people worldwide.2 By 
2030, it is expected to affect 8 million Americans.3 Heart failure patients experience severe symptoms 
including breathlessness, fatigue, confusion and swelling in the legs that make everyday activities 
challenging and significantly diminish their quality of life. 
 
CCM therapy is a new, FDA-approved heart failure treatment proven to improve quality of life for 
patients who are no longer adequately responding to medications to manage symptoms or slow the 
progression of heart failure.1 The innovative therapy is the first of its kind intended to improve the 
contraction of the heart, allowing more oxygen-rich blood to reach the body.1 CCM therapy delivers 
precisely timed electrical pulses to the heart that are intended to improve the heart’s ability to contract. 
CCM can be used in conjunction with medications and other heart failure therapies. 
 
“Bringing clinical trials and innovative, proven procedures to our patients is consistent with our role as 
part of an academic health system,” said Mark A. Studeny, M.D., an interventional cardiologist at 
Marshall Health, Cabell Huntington Hospital, St. Mary’s Medical Center, and professor and chair of 
cardiovascular services at the Marshall University Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine. “CCM therapy is 
a breakthrough, minimally invasive treatment option that doesn’t require open heart surgery and allows 
patients to return to everyday activities shortly after the procedure.” 
 
“It is important for patients to talk to their physician if they begin developing symptoms of congestive 
heart failure,” said Carlos Rueda, M.D., a board certified advanced heart failure and transplant specialist 
at Marshall Health, Cabell Huntington Hospital and St. Mary’s Medical Center. “The earlier heart failure 
is detected, the sooner treatment options, including CCM therapy, can be determined.” 
 
CCM therapy may be an appropriate option for up to 70 percent of NYHA Class III (a classification of 
heart symptoms) heart failure patients who continue to experience symptoms despite taking the optimal 
heart failure medications for their condition.1 The purpose of the post-approval study is to evaluate the 
effects of CCM therapy on patients’ quality of life and heart failure symptoms, according to Rueda, an 
assistant professor and principal investigator on the device trial. 
 
To find out more about CCM therapy, call Marshall Cardiology, an outpatient department of Cabell 
Huntington Hospital, at 304-691-8500 or visit marshallhealth.org/CCM. 
 
CCM therapy was developed by Impulse Dynamics, based in Mount Laurel, New Jersey. 
Visit www.Impulse-Dynamics.Com to learn more about the company. 
  
About Marshall Health 
 
Marshall Health is the clinical enterprise of Marshall University and its Joan C. Edwards School of 
Medicine. Marshall Health brings together a comprehensive care team of more than 350 providers in 75 
areas of primary and specialty care. As part of an academic health system, Marshall Health is committed 
to improving access to care throughout southern West Virginia, Ohio and Kentucky through advanced 
technologies and research that benefit its patients and the communities it serves. To learn more, 
visit marshallhealth.org.  
  
About Mountain Health Network 
 
Mountain Health Network is a West Virginia-based not-for-profit health delivery system comprised of 
Cabell Huntington Hospital, a 303-bed teaching hospital for Marshall University Schools of Medicine, 
Pharmacy and Nursing; St. Mary’s Medical Center, a 393-bed teaching hospital that operates St. Mary’s 
Schools of Nursing, Respiratory Care and Medical Imaging; Hoops Family Children’s Hospital, a 72-bed 
pediatric specialty hospital within Cabell Huntington Hospital; HIMG, a 60-member multi-specialty 
physician group; and a management agreement with Pleasant Valley Hospital, a 101 acute-bed hospital. 
Mountain Health is committed to improving the health and well-being of over one million children and 
adults in 23 counties in West Virginia, southern Ohio and eastern Kentucky through understanding, 
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Archambault to serve as interim dean of Lewis College of 
Business 
 
JULY 7, 2021 
 
Dr. Jeffrey Archambault, associate dean for academic programs, has been 
appointed interim dean of the Lewis College of Business effective Aug. 2. 
 
Archambault will succeed Dr. Avi Mukherjee, dean of the Lewis College 
of Business since 2017, who is starting his new role as interim provost 
and senior vice president for academic affairs July 12. 
 
Archambault joined the accounting faculty at Marshall in 2001 after 
earning his Ph.D. at Michigan State University and teaching at institutions 
in Canada and the United States. He served as faculty advisor to Beta 
Alpha Psi and was the founding director of the Master of Science in 
Accountancy program before being named division head of accountancy 
and legal environmenst in 2010. He led the accounting program through 
its first two Continuous Improvement Reviews of supplemental AACSB accounting accreditation and has 
served as associate dean for academic programs since 2017. 
 
During the period of July 12 to 30, Dr. Nancy Lankton, associate dean for accreditation and strategic 






Marshall Pharmacy and Cabell Huntington Hospital now 
offer a drug take-back program 
 
JULY 7, 2021 
 
Marshall Health and Cabell Huntington Hospital, 
a member of Mountain Health Network, have 
partnered to offer a prescription medication 
disposal service at the Marshall 
Pharmacy located at 1600 Medical Center Drive 
in Huntington, West Virginia. 
 
“Safe and proper disposal of unused and expired 
medications is a service we are proud to offer our 
customers and the community,” said Jeff Fenerty, 
R.Ph., director of pharmacy services at Marshall 
Health. 
 
The medication take-back kiosk is located in the 
Marshall Pharmacy on the ground floor of the Marshall University Medical Center.  The following items 
are accepted:  over-the-counter medications, prescription drugs and controlled prescription drugs 
(Schedules 2-5).   Flammable liquids, illegal drugs (e.g. heroin, cocaine, ecstasy, marijuana), medical 
waste, mercury thermometers, inhalers, sharps (e.g. needles, syringes, scalpels, lancets) are not accepted 
for disposal in the kiosk. 
 
“Cabell Huntington Hospital’s Pharmacy is excited to partner with Marshall Pharmacy on this project, 
said Stephanie Justice, Pharm.D., director of pharmacy services at Cabell Huntington Hospital. “It’s a 
great way to promote safer medication practices in our community as take-back programs such as this are 
the best way for patients to dispose of expired, unwanted and unused medications.” 
 




Photo:  Dr. Stephanie Justice (left), director of pharmacy services at Cabell Huntington Hospital, and Jeff 
Fenerty, director of pharmacy services at Marshall Health, with the new medication take-back kiosk, 




















June Harless Center names new executive director, chief 
of staff 
 
JUNE 30, 2021 
 
The June Harless Center for Rural 
Educational Research and Development 
(JHC), a program of the College of 
Education and Professional Development, 
has named Tarabeth Heineman (left) to the 
position of executive director and Maggie 
Luma (right) as chief of staff. 
 
Heineman, who is from Wayne County, 
West Virginia, is a Marshall University 
graduate, with an undergraduate degree in 
elementary education with a Pre-K 
certification and a master’s degree in 
reading education. Her past experience with 
the center includes as a graduate assistant at 
the Kellogg Demonstration site, then as the professional development coordinator for the center, working 
with educators and administrators from counties across West Virginia and writing and implementing 
grants for JHC programming. 
 
In 2010, Heineman was named director of the Marshall University Early Education STEAM Center (a 
program of the JHC), which is a collaborative Pre-K program with Cabell County Schools and the 
university. In 2012, she was promoted to program development officer, working as part of the 
administration of 17 staff members making up three teams within the JHC (early literacy, early childhood 
and STEM). 
 
Her appointment is effective July 1. 
 
Currently at the West Virginia Department of Education (WVDE), Luma will rejoin the JHC July 7. 
 
She started with the JHC in 2013 as a graduate assistant while working on her master’s degree. At that 
time, she provided early childhood classroom instruction, wrote and implemented grants, and supported 
the JHC staff.  In July of 2015, Luma became the first early literacy specialist at the JHC through its 
partnership with the WVDE.  As new specialists came on board at the JHC, she worked with them 
providing orientation activities. 
 
In 2018, she was recruited by the WVDE as a literacy coordinator in the Office of Special Education and 
eventually was appointed to lead the statewide Campaign for Grade Level Reading. 
Originally from Edison, New Jersey, she holds an undergraduate degree from the University of Maryland 
and her master’s in reading education from Marshall. 
 










School of Medicine welcomes incoming residents, 
fellows 
 
JULY 7, 2021 
 
The Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine has welcomed 96 incoming resident physicians and fellows to 
its graduate medical education programs. 
 
Marshall’s newest cohort of trainees are from medical schools across the country as well as 
internationally. Many are medical alumni from West Virginia’s three medical schools. Twenty-nine 
percent are female. 
 
Advanced physician training programs range from one to five years for residencies and one to four 
additional years beyond residency for fellowships. The hands-on experiences achieved through this 
intensive learning environment ensure trainees are prepared to practice their respective specialty 
autonomously. 
 
“I always comment that training young physicians and watching them become the best versions of 
themselves is the best job in the world,” said Paulette S. Wehner, M.D., vice dean of graduate medical 
education at the Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine. “Watching previous resident physicians develop 
into leaders and then program directors themselves adds another layer of pride. The training they receive 
at Marshall is intense, to say the least, but it is all worth it as they meet the requirements along the way 
and enter their respective specialty’s workforce.” 
 
This is the largest cohort of incoming resident physicians and fellows on record at Marshall with the 
addition of new programs in gastroenterology, addiction medicine, geriatric medicine, child and 
adolescent psychiatry, geriatric psychiatry and pediatric hospital medicine. There are currently 246 total 































Volleyball camps to resume this summer 
 
MAY 5, 2021 
 
Herd Volleyball will be hosting multiple volleyball 
camps this summer and we would be honored to have 
your child and/or children join our Herd athletes and 
coaches on the Huntington campus. This year, we will 
be hosting Team Camp, Elite Camp, All-Skills Camp, 
and of course, a Little Herd Camp. These camps are 
designed to prepare everyone for the upcoming 
season, teach volleyball fundamentals, competition, 
and elite skills, while most importantly reminding 
them to have fun! 
 
• Elite Camp (Ages 13-18): July 9th -11th 
• Little Herd (Ages 8-12): July 12th -13th 
• All Skills (Ages 9-18): July 13th – 14th 
• Team Camp (Freshman, JV and Varsity Teams): July 15th-17th 
 
For more details and registration click on the following 
link: https://herdzone.com/sports/2019/2/26/volleyball-camps-html.aspx 
 








New Cases Since June 15, 2021 
   Students: 1 
   Faculty: 0 
   Staff*: 1 
* Includes auxiliary employees (Sodexo, Aetna, Rec Center, etc.) 
All testing is being done in partnership with Marshall Health, Cabell Huntington Hospital, 
Pleasant Valley Hospital, QLabs Inc. and MedExpress Urgent Care. 








The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall will be distributed July 14, 2021. Please send 
items for consideration to WAMnewsletter@marshall.edu by 5 p.m. Monday, July 12, 2021. 
 
To read the content of this newsletter online, please click on the following link: 
www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/July-7-2021. 
